Gentlemen,?I wish the duty which falls to my lot to-day had been confided to other hands, and that to sortie one of your senior teachers had been intrusted the words of welcome, of advice, of warning, and of encouragement which my remarks are intended to convey to you at this the commencement of another winter's campaign.
It is no want of will on my part which makes me pause on this the very threshold; but it seems to me, as the occasion is one well fitted to arrest the attention, to mould the character, to develop healthy and high-spirited aspirations, it had been better that a wiser head and some more eloquent tongue had been selected for the performance of so momentous a duty. But 
